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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the Invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the Invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1,2, 4-10 and 12-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by EAST Search Tool. 

In regards to claim 1, EAST teaches a method for presenting categorized 
information on a computer-enabled user interface, the method comprising: displaying 
one or more categories for the categorized information (See Figure 1); receiving a user 
selection of a category of the one or more categories (See Figure 1); independently 
retrieving data associated with the selected category so that the displayed categories 
remain responsive to user interaction while the data is being retrieved (See Figures 1-4, 
when the user presses the refresh button, the data in the "Active" folder is refreshed and 
the other folders are still accessible (i.e. Figure 3 and Figure 4); receiving a user request 
for cancellation of the data retrieval; and, in response to the user request, canceling the 
data retrieval (See Figure 5, if the user presses "Cancel" refreshing for that particular 
entry will cease). 

In regards to claim 2, EAST teaches a method further comprising placing a 
request for retrieval of the data in a queue (See Figure 2, When refresh is pressed by 
the user, the contents of the folder are placed into the pending folder (i.e. queue)); and 
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processing the request from the queue asynchronously with respect to the displaying 
step (See Figure 2. The refreshing is done without any synchronization). 

In regards to claim 4, EAST teaches a method for presenting categorized 
information on a computer-enabled user interface, the method comprising: displaying 
one or more categories for the categorized information (See Figure 1); receiving a user 
selection of a category of the one or more categories (See Figure 1 ); independently 
retrieving data associated with the selected category so that the displayed categories 
remain responsive to user interaction while the data is being retrieved (See Figures 1-4, 
when the user presses the refresh button, the data in the "Active" folder is refreshed and 
the other folders are still accessible (i.e. Figure 3 and Figure 4), receiving a user request 
to boost the priority of at least one selected category; and in response to receiving the 
user request, boosting the priority of the lat least one selected category (See Figure 5, 
when the user cancels one task the task right bellow it moves up in the queues and 
hence it is boosted in priority). 

In regards to claim 5, it is inherent in EAST that it includes a computer readable 
medium having stored thereon computer executable instructions. 

In regards to claim 6, it is inherent in EAST that the displaying step is performed 
by the main thread and the retrieving step is performed by a worker thread executing 
asynchronously with respect to the main thread. Without threads the program would be 
stuck on refreshing and would become unusable. Threads are necessary to the 
functionality of EAST. 
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In regards to claim 7, it is inherent in EAST that when the worker thread has 
finished retrieving the data, it notifies the main thread that the data is available. 

In regards to claim 8, it is inherent in EAST that worker thread places retrieved 
data in a cache, the main thread accesses the data from the cache and displays the 
data. All software programs place data in a cache. Cache is a necessary part in 
today's computing software in order to speed up the data retrieval. 

In regards to claim 9, it is inherent in EAST that data is obtained from the cache 
for display on a user interface. 

In regards to claim 10, EAST teaches receiving a user request to refresh the 
display of the data (See Figure 1); it is inherent in EAST that in response to the user 
request, marking the data in the cache as dirty. Since cache is very limited, one would 
have to mark it as dirty so other data can be written on top of it. 

In regards to claim 12, EAST teaches that categories are displayed as nodes of a 
graphical hierarchy (See Figure 1). 

In regards to claim 13, EAST teaches that the graphical hierarchy is a tree (See 
Figure 1). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not Identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner In which the invention was made. 
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The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co,, 383 U.S. 1, 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over EAST 
Search Tool in view of Wanderski (US006147687A). 

In regards to claim 1 1 , EAST teaches all the limitations of claim 9. East does not 
teach receiving a user request to display a partially retrieved portion of data; in 
response to the user request, obtaining the partially retrieved portion from the cache; 
and displaying the partially retrieved portion of data. Wanderski teaches receiving a 
user request to display a partially retrieved portion of the data; in response to the user 
request, obtaining the partially retrieved portion from the cache; and displaying the 
partially retrieved portion of the data (column 10, lines 20-26). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify EAST with 
the teachings of Wanderski and include a method of obtaining partially retrieved data 
with the motivation to provide the user with more flexibility on how much data the user 
wants to retrieve. 

Claim 18-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
EAST Search Tool in view of Schneider et al. (US 6785728). , 
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In regards to claim 18, EAST teaches a computer-implemented method for 
presenting data, the method comprising: executing a first thread for displaying a 
graphical hierarchy having one or more nodes (See Figure 1 ). EAST does not teach a 
method for executing, independently of the first thread, a second thread of execution for 
retrieving data associated with at least one of the one or more nodes, wherein the 
second thread retrieves data based on which nodes have been frequently selected by 
the user. Schneider teaches, "What's Hot 1808 displays the enterprise's most popular 
information resources, based on how frequently they are accessed." Column 26, Line 
1 7). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine EAST with the teachings of Schneider and include a method for 
retrieving data based on usage with the motivation to provide faster retrieval times for 
commonly used items. 

In regards to claim 19, EAST teaches a method wherein the second thread 
retrieves data for populating the hierarchy (See Figure 1). 

In regards to claim 20, EAST teaches a method further comprising receiving a 
user selecting of a node of the one or more nodes, wherein the second thread retrieves 
data associated with the selected node (See Figure 1). 

In regards to claim 21 , EAST teaches a method further comprising displaying the 
retrieved data on a computer screen adjacent to the hierarchy (See Figure 4). 

In regard to claim 22, EAST teaches a method further comprising displaying the 
retrieved data on a computer screen in one pane on a computer screen and displaying 
the hierarchy on another (See Figure 4). 
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In regards to claim 23, it is inherent in EAST that there is a computer-readable 
medium having stored thereon computer executable instructions for performing the 
method of claim 18. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 2, 4-13, and 18-23 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Inquiry 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Boris Pesin whose telephone number is (571) 272-4070. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday except every other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-4063. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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